Preface Inroduction
This issue of Policy Matters provides insights for policy makers, NGOs, certification organizations, the private sector, and the general public about the impacts of voluntary certification standards (VCS) on biodiversity and human livelihoods. In line with IUCN's vision of "a just world that values and conserves nature" contributions specifically address the role of voluntary certification in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity as it is defined in the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 1 . The overall aim of this issue is to describe and evaluate key elements of VCS that protect and enhance biodiversity and human livelihoods.
The term "Voluntary Certification Standards" includes their principles, criteria, and indicators as well as implementation mechanisms such as assurance systems and chain of custody. Adoption of the VCS principles and criteria can include incorporation into a company's own standards or integration with national regulatory systems, particularly where third-party certification is difficult.
Although VCS may have strong standards, implementation, and verification mechanisms, we do not know enough about their adoption, 1 Convention on Biological Diversity, ArticIe 2. Use of Terms.
For the purposes of this Convention: "Biological diversity" means the variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part: this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. "Biological resources" includes genetic resources, organisms or parts thereof, populations, or any other biotic component of ecosystems with actual or potential use or value for humanity. "
application, and impacts, particularly regarding protection of biodiversity and associated human livelihoods. To contribute to ensuring corporate social and environmental accountability we need greater insight into the methods and challenges of evaluating these impacts.
Our aim was to address several main themes and key questions (see Table 1 , following page).
We received more than 40 abstracts in response to the call for papers, addressing most of the themes outlined in 
Overview of the papers
In Chapter One, Milder, Newsom and Lambin apply the Theory of Change to monitor and evaluate biodiversity and natural resource conservation outcomes. The paper provides a detailed account of the SAN/Rainforest Alliance measurement system and the reader learns about the approach of SAN/Rainforest Alliance. The authors argue that systematic effort to monitor and adaptively manage certification schemes is now possible based on recent progress in the availability of environmental data and because of the sophistication of evaluation methods that are based on counterfactuals. This paper is an essential read for anyone interested in the specifics of monitoring and measurement of VCSs.
Certification and Biodiversity -How Voluntary Certification Standards impact biodiversity and human livelihoods Measuring and documenting impacts of voluntary certification standards (VCS) on biodiversity and human livelihoods
Protecting biodiversity and improving human livelihoods are goals of some VCS, but there has been no comprehensive overview of how VCS measure and document their impacts on these goals. What are the enabling and limiting conditions for VCS to have an impact on biodiversity and communities at the genetic, population, species, habitat, and broader landscape and seascape levels? How are these impacts measured, documented, and communicated?
Creating synergies between VCS and regulatory frameworks VCS are a form of voluntary regulation of industry practice (a "soft law") and are impacted by national legislation and other regulatory frameworks. Dutfield and Alejandro Argumedo (Chapter Nine) focus on the need for an alternative labeling system that can benefit indigenous communities while protecting biological and cultural diversity. This paper reviews experiences with the Potato Park's informal trademark, the use of Geographical Indications (GIs) and the Maori Organics label. The paper not only provides an insight into creation of indigenous 'labels' , it also discusses the design of indigenous labels in general.
In Chapter Ten, Marcus Colchester reviews the development of VCS scheme responses to the evolution of internationally accepted rights of indigenous peoples and the effectiveness of two major VCS schemes (FSC and RSPO) in upholding these rights, particularly related to land, consent, participation, accountability, and redress for violations of these rights. This paper examines the interplay between VCS governance and national legal frameworks, and the potential for improving their effectiveness in upholding indigenous peoples' rights.
Taken together, these 10 chapters provide both broad global and more focused local perspectives on the applications and impacts of VCS on biodiversity conservation and the human livelihoods that depend on the sustainable use of biodiversity resources. Although the papers address many of the main themes and key issues proposed (see Table 1 ), we believe that further research in these areas is necessary. We hope that this issue of Policy Matters provides a useful platform for such future research.
